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Adelaide Lord Mayor’s Civic R eception
On the evening of T hursday, 25 October Adelai de Lord Mayor Stephen Yarwood and members of
the Adelaide City Council hosted an event recognising the 150 year ser vice of the MFS as part of
the Adelaide community.
One of our significant firefighter memorials, the Fireman Gardner Memorial Drinking Fountain
located at Elder Park was recognis ed as a part of this s pecial event. A testament to the sacrifice
and dedicati on made by our firefighters ever y day i n the line of duty, the memorial is dedicated not
onl y to the memor y of Fireman John Gardner, but also Fireman Albert Clar k, who lost their lives
fighting a building fire in R undl e Str eet i n 1886.
In ac knowledgement of the MFS and in honour of the memory of thes e brave firefighters, the
Adelai de City C ouncil c ommissioned restor ation wor ks on the Elder Par k memorial, c ontributing to
our 150th Anni vers ary Year celebrations and the long term partnership between the MFS and the
City of Adelai de.
MFS Memorials
On Friday, 9 November members of the MFS attended two s mall memorials at two of our other sites
located acr oss Adelaide.
As part of our 150th C elebr ations the MFS has been wor king with l ocal c ouncils, the state heritage
department, famil y members and other organisations i n the res torati on of significant firefighter
memorials across Adelai de. T his includes the ‘City of Singapore Fire’ memorial at Cheltenham
Cemeter y and the State Emergenc y Ser vices Memorial at C entennial Park.
The histor y of each site and it significanc e to our histor y was recounted at both memorials and a
wreath lai d in memory of the lives lost.
MFS 150th Anniversar y Celebration
Monday, 5 November was the official 150th Year anni versar y of the MFS. Over the pas t year the
MFS has held sever al events and undertaken a number of projects i n
celebrati on of our 150 th Anni vers ary Year.
Recentl y c ompleted, the Wall of Remembrance has been unveiled out the fr ont of Adelaide Station.
Part of our 150th Anniversar y Year Cel ebrati ons, on Monday 5 November, the Wall of
Remembr ance was unveiled in a s pecial anni versar y cel ebrati on attended by T he Premi er, Hon Jay
Weatherill, Treasurer, Hon Jac k Snelling, Minister for Emergenc y Ser vices, Hon J ennifer Ranki ne,
Hon Michael Wright, plus s enior members of the emergenc y ser vices, invited guests and MFS
personnel. The Wall is a tribute to those firefighters who have made the ulti mate sacrifice in the line
of duty.
The Premier officiall y unveiled the newl y completed c entral MFS memorial site, and
Minister Rankine laid a wreath i n memor y of those fallen firefighters.
As 2012 comes to an end, it is an important ti me to reflect on the history of the MFS. One of the
oldest legislated fire ser vices i n the world, the MFS was established i n 1862 by an act of the South
Australian parliament. Today the MFS has over 1,100 staff acr oss 20 metropolitan and 16 regional
stations.
2012 has been a proud milestone for the MFS. Reachi ng 150 years of s er ving the
community of South Australia, this year has been a chanc e for South Austr alians to thank the MFS
for the role it plays in keepi ng our c ommunity safe.
Our public safety mess ages for December and J anuar y are:
Decemb er 2012
Electrical Fire Saf et y
(Christmas sp ecific m essage, i.e. Christmas L ights)
Januar y 2013
Recreational Mar ine Fir e Safet y
(Boating, fishing, skiing etc.)
Should you have any feedbac k or suggestions for the Committee to consi der pl eas e contac t
Metropolitan Commander Cameron Stott by Phone: (08) 8204 3590 or Email:
stott.c ameron@samfs.s a.gov.au
T he Ratters T ale is the official publication of the MFS Sesquicentennial Steering Committee. T he title is a play on
words and relates to the dogs that historically lived on fire stations. Ratters were enthusiastic, tireless workers
and were aware of everything that occurred and who was permitted on ’their’ stations.

The year that was…
Official Opening Launch—Thursday, 26 April 2012

Photographer: Shelley Roylance

MFS Retirement Dinner—Frida y, 24 August 2012
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MFS Community Education Stand, Royal Adelaide Show—7 to 15 September, 2012
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National Firefighters Remembrance Day and unveiling of the ‘Fireman’s Memorial
Garden’ commemorative plaque—Wednesday, 10 October 2012
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Unveiling Restored Memorial, ‘Fireman Gardner’s Memorial
Drinking Fountain’ at Elder Park—Thursday 25 October 2012
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Adelaide Lord Ma yor’s Civic Reception in honour of the MFS 150th Anniversary
Year—Thursday, 25 October 2012
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MFS 150th Anniversary Celebration—Monday, 5 November 2012
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Memorial Service ‘City of Singapore Fire Memorial’ at Cheltenham Cemetery—Friday,
9 November 2012
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Memorial Service ‘State Emergency Services Memorial’ at
Centennial Park—Frida y, 9 November 2012
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